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JOINT STATEMENT BY THE CHAIR OF THE DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS

WITH BELARUS, MEP Robert BIEDROŃ, AND THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT’S
STANDING RAPPORTEUR ON BELARUS, MEP Petras AUŠTREVIČIUS

on the continued detention of political prisoners in Belarus

Brussels, 2 June 2021 – "Almost ten months have passed since last year’s fraudulent presidential

election in Belarus. Aliaksandr Lukashenka’s regime has reacted with crude brutality and

lawlessness to the Belarusian people’s legitimate struggle for freedom. As a consequence, every

day brings us sorrowful news.

Among the latest incidents, we deplore the sentencing of opposition leader Pavel Sevyarynets,

together with six human rights activists and opposition figures Yauhen Afnahel, Andrei Voinich,

Maksim Viniarski, Pavel Yukhnevich, Dzmitry Kazlou and Iryna Shchasnaya, to up to seven years

in prison on fabricated ‘extremism’ charges; the death of jailed BPF party activist Vitold Ashurak,

allegedly of a heart attack while he had no such precedent and his family had not heard of him for

two weeks; the suicide of a 17-year-old orphan, Dzmitry Stakhovsky, who was being harassed by

the police over his participation in peaceful opposition rallies; the detention of journalist Raman

Pratasevich and Sofia Sapega following the unacceptable and unprecedented hijacking of a

passenger plane flying from Athens to Vilnius; and the suicide attempt of a political activist,

Stsiapan Latypou, after investigators threatened to prosecute his family and neighbours if he did

not plead guilty of inciting social unrest.

As of today, no less than 454 persons in Belarus are considered as political prisoners by the human

rights community. Manifold reports suggest that they are subject to inhumane and life-threatening

detention conditions and torture.

Their list is updated every day by the human rights organisation ‘Viasna’ and can be consulted

under: https://prisoners.spring96.org/en
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We strongly condemn the continued detention of political prisoners and further deterioration of

the human rights situation in Belarus.

A genuine, inclusive national dialogue leading to free and fair elections monitored by international

observers, the end of state violence and the release of all political prisoners is the only way forward

to ensure a peaceful solution to the current crisis.

Until then, we urge the EU to proceed immediately with the fourth package of sanctions, targeting

officials who take part in or are complicit of the electoral fraud and subsequent human rights

violations, as well as companies linked to the regime, in accordance with the European Council

conclusions on Belarus of 24 May 2021.

We also call on the EEAS and national diplomatic representations in Belarus to closely monitor

the situation of individual political prisoners in Belarus, to offer them any support that they may

need and to work together to secure their swift release."

For further information contact:
Office of Mr Robert BIEDROŃ, tel. +32 2 284 51 41, e-mail: robert.biedron-office@ep.europa.eu
Eastern Partnership and Russia Unit, tel. +32 2 284 26 43, e-mail: D-BY@ep.europa.eu


